Cochlear implantation in children: implications for the primary care provider.
To define hearing loss (HL), discuss the impact of HL on child development, and review the literature on cochlear implantation in children. The criteria for and the benefits and limitations of cochlear implantation in children, as well as the implications for the primary care provider with regard to children who have cochlear implants, are presented. Review of published literature on the topic. A child's future development depends greatly on speech and language skills. Any type of HL can impact and may even hinder speech and language acquisition. It is therefore crucial to enforce early identification of HL. For severe to profoundly hearing-impaired children, cochlear implantation serves as an avenue for hearing and language development. Nurse practitioners ought to be up to date with criteria for and the benefits and risks of cochlear implantation. Health-related issues, such as vaccination, otitis media, and meningitis, must be assessed for and managed promptly.